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worked for the lord only one day in the week, usually on a
Monday, and the term ' Monday men ' (hmdinani)l was
accordingly often applied to them. The principal service
due from the villein, ploughing on the lord's demesne, was
not exacted from the cottage tenants, for as a rule they were
without oxen of their own, and so were excluded from taking
part in the common ploughing.
Economic       The social inferiority of the cottars to the other villagers
import-    js apt to conceai the importance of their situation in the
cinceojtnf          *                                           *
cottars, manorial economy. It is one of the features of rural life
that the demand for agricultural labour is never uniform
throughout the year, but varies with the seasons. The
harvests and other exceptional periods involve the necessity
for auxiliary labour, which at the present day is met by
the services of a more or less floating population. Yet
this is a modern expedient practicable in a society largely
, divorced from the soil, but impossible in an age when
the universal prevalence of territorial ideas associated
every individual with a definite portion of land. It was
therefore necessary for the manor to include as part of its
economic organization a numerous class of labourers settled
on the soil, upon whom it could depend for additional
labour. This useful element was provided by the cottage
tenants, who thus served the purpose of a labour reserve.
In another direction the cottars possess much interest
because their position foreshadowed the development of
the modern system of farm management. The scanty
acres of the cottager were clearly insufficient for his main-
tenance, while the services due to the lord and the claims
of his own tenement could have made only a small demand
upon his time. Ample leisure remained for eking out
his resources by working for hire upon the lord's demesne
or upon the holdings of the wealthier villeins2. Thus early
in economic evolution we apparently get the appearance
1 Neilson, Ramsey Manors, 49.
1 Vinogradoff, English Society, 458-459; Maitland, Domesday Book and
Beyond, 41; Vinogradoff, Growth of the Manor, 352-353. Even the villein
with a semi-virgate would have to supplement his resources by working
for wages : cf. A. Ballard, in Vievteljahrschvift fur Sozial- und Wirhchafts-
geschichte, band vi, 440.